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THE 


PR EE FA GA 


F all the hiſtories which ever were 

wrote, that of the origin of all things 
muſt be amongſt the moſt entertaining, 
uſeful, and intereſting to man: not only 
upon account of the miraculous appear- 
ances which, ſucceſſively, ariſe to one an- 
other through the whole; but eſpecially, 
becauſe his own illuſtrious pedigree is com- 
prehended 1n it. 


IT muſt, I think, be confeſſed, that there 
never, yet, has appeared in the world any 
treatiſe, upon this wonderful ſubject, which 


may, in any degree, be compared to that 
of Mos ES. The ancient Greek and Latin 


poets, though admirable in many reſpects, 


cannot, with any propriety, be mentioned 
with this. 


THis illuſtrious author, beſides the moſt 
venerable antiquity upon his ſide, diſplays 
an expreſſion and manner altogether in- 

| imitable, and peculiarly his own. The 
whole of his ſubjects are colleQtively, nay, 
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each diſtinctly, the moſt ſublime, and won- 
derful, which ever did, or ever can, enter 
into, or ariſe out of the moſt exalted or 
comprehenſive idea; the hiſtory of the 
birth, life, death, and glorious reſurrection 
of our LoRD and Saviouk alone excepted. 


Inf this notable and ſurpriſing hiſtory, 
which does not conſiſt of many huge vo- 
lumes, but only a few wer/es, elegantly 
comprehended in one fingle chapter, the a- 
ſtoniſhed reader may behold, venerable 
Tin e, the eldeſt child of more venerable E- 
ternity, iſſue out of her womb, as it were, 
into memorable being, and active life. 
Time ever preſent, ever paſt, ever approach- 
ing! Time the teeming mother of all tem- 
porary events! the forerunner, the follow- 
er, of Futurity! Prolific Time, the auguſt 
parent of families, kindreds, nations, and 
empires! and who, herſelf, was no ſooner 
born, than ſhe became, inſtantly, big, 
nay, in hard labour, with prodigies! 
wonders! and revolutions ! 
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" HerE light and darkneſs contingently 
ſucceed their mother, as twin- children in 
the birth. Like Jacob and Eſau, the one 
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holding the other faſt by the heels: and 


like thoſe too, of quite different natures 
and complexions. 


HERE an infinite multiplication of new 
created worlds crowd after one another; 
and at once are ſeen greatly revolving in 
orbicular array, regularly performing, in 
awful filence, the mighty {weep of incon- 
ceivable ſpace, before that adorable pre- 
ſence, that omnipotent WokD, who alone 
did; or could call them forth into order or 
being, or maintain them in it. 


HERE the multiplied marvels of origi- 
nal nature are greatly exhibited, in almoſt 
one aſtoniſhing viſion ; ſtretching over one 
another, as it were, to proclaim, in the 
- moſt eloquent and convincing filence, that 
inexpreſſible power, and mighty majeſty 
of their ETERNAL MAKER; each dreſſ- 
ed, adorned, and arrayed, in all the juve- 
nile vigour of freſh and fair created excel- 
lence. 


Ouk noble author comes very ſoon to 
that part of the whole creation for whoſe 
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benefit and inſtruction he ſeems chiefly to 
have wrote; and to which he all along 
ſeems to have haſtened with a rapid pace. 


BEHOLD, reader, with what a noble em- 
phaſis he uſhers in the dawn of the fixth 
day, that ever-memorable day, by intro- 
ducing the adorable Majeſty of the divine 
WokD, vouchaſing to ſpeak after this 
manner, LET Us make man in ou 
© OWN IMAGE.“ 


Be humble, ye ſons of. Adam, and adore !---—- 


YE ſun, moon, and ſtars, in all your 
magnitudes, in all the infinite numbers of 
your multitudes, ye are not, it ſeems, this 
image! Ye boundleſs and exalted heavens, 
ſo gloriouſly bedecked in all the ornamental 
flowings of celeſtial viſion, neither are ye 


His likeneſs ! Thou fragrant and ever-bloom- 


ing earth! and ye, the unfathomable abyſs 
of the unexplorable deeps, where the wa- 
ving volumes of the moſt profound ſecrets 
are ever ſealed, and ſhut up from human 
knowledge; none of you have any title to 
this grandeur! 


WHo, then, of all thoſe mighty works 
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of the Moſt High, was made after the 
image of God?---It was Man!--even inno- 


cent, upright,---but afterwards unworthy. 
MAN. 


Ir is, O reader, from this moſt ancient, 
moſt venerable, and moſt worthy hiſtorian, 
that the Author of this poor fragment has 
preſumed to write on this illuſtrious ſub- 
ject at all, well knowing that if there is a- 
ny value in the piece, it is derived from 
this ſource only. I have hitherto hum- 
bly followed after my pious guide, with 
all that caution, veneration, and reſpect, 


which was in my * and ſhall ſtill en- 
deavour ſo to do. 


AND now to give ſome reaſons why this 
little piece has been thus thrown off, in 
ſuch a looſe and diſorderly manner :—-and 
they are theſe, 


1. IN order to diſperſe a parcel of them 


gratis, —becauſe they are perhaps worth no- 
thing. 


2. THAT no body may pay for * fol- 
ly but t bunfell | 
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3. THAT if this fragment be damned, 
as very probably it may, why then, the 
author knows very well what to do--why, 
indeed, he will initantly drop any farther 
correſpondence with Adam, Noah, Abra- 
ham, &c.--becauſe he is found unquali- 
fied for ſuch an honourable employment— 
in this world--- 


AnD,. laſtly, or rather chiefly, in expect - 
ation of hearing its faults and failings free- 
ly laid open to him, at this diſtance, while 
he himſelf lurks cunningly behind the cur- 
tain, flyly obſerving all that paſſes; in or- 
der that he may'for the future, avoid, cor- 
rect, and amend.---That is to ſay, if it be 
the judgment of his judges, that he has any 
title at all to proceed, and amend. 


Tux interſect, at the end of his bant- 
ling, will ſhew ſufficient reaſon, why the 
author neither did, or does intend to 
meddle at all with the fatal lapſe. 


NrerTHER is he in the leaſt to interfere 
with the woful death of Abel, as that an- 
cient and famous martyr has been' too oft- 
en ſlain already. It has, I think, been 
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ſaid by ſome, as how this unfortunate and 
pious ſecond fon of Adam's was both con- 
quered and murdered in Germany ; though 
others indeed take it upon them, boldly to 
aver, that he never travelled within many 
hundred leagues of that warlike empire, 
Nay, not even jo his whole life. It is per- 
haps poſſible though, that the hard-heart- 
ed Cain may have been there, and murder- 
ed ſome body elſe, which may have been 
the parent of this miſtake. But be that as 
it may, thoſe venerable aſhes ſhall reſt in 
peace for ſome body. 


FINALLY, Let the fate of this fragment 
be as its judges will have it, the author, in 
caſe of the worſt, has this comfort ſtill in 
petto, that the few copies left in hand ſhall 
ſtill remain ſo; and may, ſome time or o- 
ther, ſerve for ſome uſeful, family purpo- 
ſes. 


But if, after all, this little northern ur- 
chin ſhall chance to ſpring forward under 
the influence of a more ſouthern and 
warmer ſun; the author will, then, endea- 
vour to bring his goods to market as plump, 


freſh, and fair, as the ſoil will permit, 
n | 


* 
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and that is all he can promiſe to do. Ge- 
nius, though ſpirit is, muſt nod ſometimes. 


In this laſt event, it is probable that there 
will appear ſome future ſcenes in this piece 
purely fanciful; where ſublunary genius 
will have room to play, and human ideas 
ſoar at large, amongſt terreſtrial groves, 
and upon ſubceleſtial ſtages. But theſe 
{hall always be founded upon ſtrict deco- 
rum, chiming, with circumſtances and 
times; and, I hope, no ways derogatory 
from my illuſtrious guide, whoſe exalted 
example I ſhall always endeavour to keep 
fully in view.---And now,---both the Frag- 
ment and its authore, are the reader's 


moſt obedient, humble ſervants, 


for the fit time. 
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The USE. of the 8 CAL E. 


An example, ſhewing the uſe of the foregoing ſcale. 
If the ages of all the preceding patriarchs are deſired to 
be known at the time of Methuſelah's birth, they are 
found thus: Oppoſite to Methuſelah's name, towards 
the right hand, it is found, that Enoch was 65 years 
old, then Jared 227, Mahalaleel 292, Cainan 362, E- 
nos 452, Seth 557, and Adam 687 years old. So by 
this it appears, that Adam himſelf lived on earth no leſs 
than 243 years after the grandfather of Noah was born 
and fo of the reſt. 


I4 


FroM this little ſcale it will alſo appear, that all the 
patriarchs of the antediluvian world may be ſaid to 
have lived all together, and at once, upon that famous 
and venerable ſtage of antiquity. They alſo may be 
faid to have lived in the perſon of Noah, even unto the 


days of Abraham; for Noah died only two years before 
that peried. 


THvs, the chain of tradition from the beginning of 
time, down to the days of Abraham, muſt be clear and 


certain; for Adam lived no leſs than 56 years after the 
father of Noah was born. 


AGAIN, Shem, the ſon of Noah, lived together with A- 


braham, that is, in the ſame country, no leſs than the 
ſpace of 150 years, | 


Mosrs then behoved to know the certainty of what 
he relates, of the ages of thoſe venerable perſons, even 
by a clear, and not to be doubted chain of tradition, re- 


gularly handed down to his own day. 


THE mother of this celebrated Moſes was the daugh- 
ter of Levi, the ſon of Jacob. The grandfather of Ja. 


* 
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cob was a conſtant pilgrim, and univerſal traveller, du- 
ring the moſt part of his days, over all thoſe countries 
where the ſons of Noah lived, and could not fail to be 
perſonally acquainted with ſome, if not all, of theſe 
three moſt venerable antediluvian hiſtorians, who may 


juſtly be called his cotemporaries. 


Bur thoſe matters will better appear from the other 
diagonal ſcales themſelves ;—that is to ſay, if ever they 
are thought worthy of being publiſhed ;—as I intend to 
place one of them properly ſuited to the commence- 
_ of each zra, at the beginning of it, as this is 

one. 


The chain of tradition for the antediluvian world, ac- 
cording to the preceding ſcale, containing the ſpace 
of 1656 years, | 


From Adam incluſive, to the birth of Lamech, the 
father of Noah, containing the ſpace of 874 
years. 


From the birth of Methuſelah, who was born 243 
years before Adam died ; down to the deluge, as 
Methuſelah died at that period, containing the 
ſpace of 782 years more. 


Thus, 


HERE it may be noted, that Methuſelah, in the ſpace 
of 243 years, could not fail to be acquainted with A- 
dam, and learn of him the whole hiſtory of the begin. 


— 
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A 
Short INTRODUCTION. 


P ON a certain day, and when the world was but 
1 in its infancy, not having attained, as yet, to the 
a, concluſion of the ninth century, the chiefs of the ſons 
755 of Adam, viz. Methuſelah, Enoch, Jared, Mahalaleel, 
iy Cainan, Enos, and Seth, the other half of mankind, at 

this period, being diſperſed eaſtward, and living quite de- 
Ps tached from theſe :—1I ſay, upon this day theſe illuſtrious 
* heads of the ſeven different tribes of the children of A- 


dam by Seth, were unanimouſly collected together, none 
of them, at that time, living at any great diſtance 
5 from their aged Sire, or from one another, in order to 
pay the annual and accuſtomed viſit to the firſt, and 
91 greateſt of mankind. * 
75 AFTZR ſolemn ſacrifice, and humble prayer to the 
. great Maker and Preſerver of all things, thoſe ſeven 


Ko wiſe and venerable patriarchs, ſurrounded with all the 

2 auguſt ſolemnity of the moſt exalted antiquity, primi- 
tive gravity, and centennial experience, moved grand, 
and ſolemn, towards the imperial reſidence of the Son 
of God—and, to it, they came. | 


Bix now aſſembled, in dignified and illuſtrious 
arrange, about the moſt venerablezperſon of their auguſt 
parent; Seth, the pious ſon of his comfort, gravely a- 
roſe, and after due obedience to the firſt of men, hum- 
bly be ſeeched the favour, to have their memories re- 
frethed, by a ſhort hiſtory of the marvellous things ij 
the beginning. 


Then, Adam thus: 
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Adam's preliminary diſcourfe to his children, 
when near nine hundred years of age. 


T once a man, intelligent, I was, 

A The eldeſt of the race, in period ſixth, 
And ſeaſon firſt of time; the Son of God. 
Childhood, or nonage, knew me not; Adam 
An utter ſtranger was to ſuch defects. Box 
Wove by the fingers of almighty pow'r, 
This body was at once, of knowledge all 
Divine the glorious evidence, the firm 
Contexture of combined ſtrength tho form'd 
Of earth. | 10 
Yon glorious luminary had, 
As yet, but five times view'd the wonders of 
The Lord before I was. The ſun, the moon, 
The ſtars, are only my cotemps, and they 
To blaze began, juſt only prior ſome 15 
What, to your father Adam's early day. 
Gihon and Piſon's lovely infant ſtreams, 
Alike with Adam's blood began to flow. 
I ſaw them wand'ring in the lonely plain; 
I ſaw them ſearching out their ouzy beds; 20 
With cautious ſteps, and flow, I ſaw them creep 
Along the untrod paths; reſt, or repoſe, 
Unknowing where to find, in ſilent mood; 
Left o'er ſome precipice they da(h'd their brains 
In climes unknown! or deſerts never ſcan'd 25 
Before! or ſeen! or ſail'd! by river, brook, 
Or lake !—eternal wand'rers ever doom'd 
To rove! 
This infant earth dreſt in a gown 
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Of youthful green, yet, innocently ſmild, 30 
And, joyous, wanton'd in the arms of love; 
A babe of grace. Cloth'd in the glorious robes 
Of beauty's bloom, grandeur complete ſhe was. 
But, I beheld her ere ſhe knew herſelf. / 
What, tho? immenſity, almoſt, ſhe be! 35 
Tho” rib'd with iron as ſhe volves around! 
Poſſeſs'd of diamonds, rubi nes, fruits, and flowers 
—T am the Son of God. | 

Ev'n time herſelf, 
Was, almoſt, bur a twin with Adam's birth. 40 
For I beheld, and ſaw, the marvel move, 
When but, as yet, dreſt in her ſwaddling.cloaths. 
Ancient, the youthful dame, ev'n then appear'd! 
And full of years! tho', than your Sire, juſt five 


Days older only! Hail youthful, teeming 45 


Matron of futurity, ſaid I, who 

Still in labour art! yet till with child! Thou, 
Fleeting, flowing ſhade, who always art at 

Hand! Yet every ſhort ſucceſſive moment 

Is no more! Thou, ſolemn vault of grand, and 50 
Diſtant deeds, which hatch and lurk within the | 
Hollow caverns of thy dark deep womb! Hail! 
O woful, awful, dreadful ſhade, faid I! 

Hail, mother-manifold of great preſage!— 

Big with uncommon deeds, as yet unborn, 
Swell'd with prodigious marvels yet to come, 
Greatly ſhe rolPd around the untrack'd arch! 
In all the ſilent, ſolemn, wondrous pomp, 

Of marvellous rotations grand array ! | 
Immenſely big! and wondrouſly ſublime. 60 


A MIGHTY hoſt of huge dependent worlds, 
To ſuperviſal view, blazing, appear'd a 
Within the circumambient ſweep of her 
Vaſt train! and rolld within her wake! onward 
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She mov'd along perpetual! and anon 65 
At diſtance vaſt appear'd! as yon ſmall cloud! 

Tho! ſtill at hand! around! and ever near! 

On this ſide eyes !—on that, was darkneſs all! 


Sox, dance, and timbrel, all the works of God 
Began to move away, in perfect time; 70 
Immenſely great! and regularly juſt! 

All things perfection were, and all were good. 

Nature, her rolling orbs, collecting grand, 

In elegant confuſion, crowded vaſt, 

To chant a new-made hymn of praiſe to God— 75 
And thus—with bended knees, and uplift hands, 

Your Sire, ſelf-conſcious, join'd the awful choir 

And ſtreams of thankful tears adown his cheeks, 

Right plenteouſly did roll, in that great day. 


Lo, theſe ſome marvels be of ancient days 8 
But who, the fountain deep from whence they flow, 
Can underſtand? or fully veſtigate? 

Sooner can finite infinite explore ! 
Or creatures their Creator comprehend ! 


How wonderful, ſaid pious Seth, be theſe 85 
Great deeds! what majeſty! and mighty pow'r 
Was there !—But ah vouchſafe, great parent of 
Mankind, to let us hear how they began 
To be?—by whom?—and how thyſelf became 
The prince and head of this great family? 90 


The worthy head and governor of all? 
THEN, thus, the Son of God. 


Tur knowledge of ſuch wond'rous lofty deeds 
Could never, by ſelf reaſon, be obtain'd ; 
For Being finite, call'd to entity, 95 
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And into time, by infinite, brought forth, 
Could never either know, or yet behold 
Fts own exiſtence, in its priſtine ſtate. 
God, of his goodneſs, then, did this unfold 
wn to the firſt create, in heav'n itſelf, 100 
However dignify'd its nature was. 
And hence it is, that Adam knows himſelf, 
And that moſt gracious fountain whence he flows. 


Attend, then, O ye ſons of Heav'n, attend; 
Hearken unto your father Adam's words ; Ves 
Hear how he 'ſtructed was, how early taught, 

In matters marvellous, and very ſtrange! 
Hear what the angel of the Lord did ſay; 
And to your father Adam did unfold. 


P 


4 ſhort hiſtory of the creation, as related by the 
angel of God to Adam. 


T HE Word in the beginning God, and with 
God was. Without HIM nothing was which is; 

Nor can at any time hereafter be - | 

The ſource of viſion to the world was HE; 

And in this glorious light, life to the ſons 5 

Of men eternal ſhines, perceiv'd, but end. 


Hx heav'ns, and earth, in the beginning did 
Create ; this, form without, or ſhape, and void. 
Great horror, on the diſmal dark abyſs, 
Lour'd awful! mournful! mute! in fearful gloom! 10 
Dreadful! ſolemn! in utter darkneſs yail'd ! 


Bur lo! bis Holy Spirit gently mov'd, 
D 


o 
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And, tangent aſperance, did over paſs. 
When—inſtantly..to rolling pomp they roſe ! 
And, conſcious, wav'd in ſwelling ſurgity ! 


HE ſpake—and forthwith virgin holy light, 


Pure, as the peerleſs, ſpotleſs fountain fair 


Of love and life, the univerſal works 


Of nature's LORD, cheat'd up; with one complete 


Embrace, of radiance divine, both ſoft 


And ſweet, fecund future, pregnant with blin; 


As far as holy angels ſwiftly fly, 
Or divine ſpirits miniſter his will. 


Hr. /pake—and all the vatious works of God, 


How manifold! in that great nuptial day, 
Of joy ſupreme! and pow'r ſurpaſſing grand! 
Roll'd ponderofity, in mighty pomp ! 

Roll'd multitudes ! and magnitudes } ſublime } 


To order diſciplin'd, unerring, ſwift, 
Rolld va/?, fuli many a whirling, wheeling ori, 


In untrack'd arch of endleſs, pathleſs ſpace ! 
Without confine! or let! or ſhore! or bound! 
Roli'd numerous, in many a mighty ſweep 
Of ſuper-eminent concavities 
Vaſt bounds—fuch cavity, as ether pure 
Can have. | 

Thus each, as in a mirror pure 
Unſtain'd, his deſtin'd route, and future race 
Beholds, by finger of Almighty pow'r 
Chalk'd out; nor errs, nor deviates, or faſt, 
Or ſlower moves; but ſtately, ſteady, ſweeps 
Along, and ſure, the vaſt circumference 
Of whirling time retour. 

He /pakz—and lo ! 

Unto their deſtin'd dens, aſtoniſhed, 
The mighty waters fled! and ſeas were call'd. 
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Thoſe monſters raging, multiply'd in ſtrength, 
SwelPd, foming, to the very brim! dreadful! 
Profound ! in hollow volumes rear'd ! roaring 
In chains! But not one ſtep to move beyond 50 
Preſum'd. 

And forthwith great and ſmall, a hoſt 
Of viſions, miſcellaneous, did appear, 
Which fill'd the rolling deep, from ſhore to ſhore! 
Cape, coaſt, and bay ! rock, ſhoal, and hollow cave! $5 
With flimſy legions manifold, and mute 
Right ſtrange, to eurious eye, in ſhape or ſize! 


Now, mighty congregates, of water, carth, 
And ſtone; metallic, magnate, mineral, 
Replete, in crowds aroſe; ſtretching aloft G 
Their elevated heads, with daring, rough 
Ruſticity, on high! intruſion bold! 
Evn to the confines of the heav'ns themſelves ! 
As if to penetrate, or curious pry, 
Into the ſecrets of the world above.— 65 
But hither ſhall ye come, and farther not, 
Was the decree. And forthwith did appear, 
Around each lofty head, as in degree 
Of eminence exalted more they were, 
A new-ſpun garment, light, and airy fine, 70 
Softly to flow, in fleeting tribes abroad; 
With element quaternion inter wove; 
Of texture ſubtile, very paſſive dye. 


TRHosk early pilgrims wand'ring thus aloft, 
As yet too weak, too young, alone to walk 75 
In ſuch a rueful, dreadful, awful height! | 
Eſſay'd to ſlide, or creep away at firſt, 
With won@rous wary ſteps, and very flow ; 
Till giddy grown, by roving in the void, 
The ocean vaſt, of endleſs, pathleſs ſpace! 89 
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Each round a mighty prop, for ſure ſupport, 

Clung faſt ! (unknowing how attach'd, or why) 

By pow'rful law of gravitation ſtrange !— 

Omen portentive of approaching war ! 

Diſcord future! and tott'ring din horrend !— 85 


In lowly ſtate, inferior far, were left 
Large carpets, neatly, ſweetly ſpread below, 
On all the various plains. As if, indeed, 
Thoſe lofty giants of the new-made world, 
Had, tentleſsly, their upper garments drept ! 90 
Or, for pre- eminence in high degree 
Ambitious, thrown aſide full faſt, for ſpeed 
Of foot ! - 

Thoſe lovely landſcapes very ſoon, | 

A charming tribe of painted babes became ; 95 
In curious ſquadrons marſhall'd o'er the plain, 
Numerous, and gay; performing beauteouſly, 
The vegetative dance of flowing life, 
To nature's pow'rful ſong ; enchanting ſweet. 


THE tender mother, pregnant ſtill with more, 100 
Fondeſt of early birth, rejoicing lay 
Extending boſom kindly, ſoft, and bare, 
With marrow flowing, ſwelb'd, profuſely ſwelld, 
To foſter all her infant progeny ; 
Pride of her youth ! and glory of her age !— 105 
Tho” not, ev'n one day, younger than herſelf! 


Hxxx viſion ſpiritual defective was, 
By eeſtaſy of ſoft delight o'ercome ; 
In ſweet diſorder loſt; to doubt began; 
And ſcrup'louſly inquire, with careful ſpec, 110 
If their own pleaſure grounds, from heay'n above, 
Unto the ſons of men deſcended were ! 
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So variouſly the viſion multiply'd, 
That twinkle, twinkle, play'd on ey'ry eye humid ! 


In fine— This world, by one great general birth, 115 
The fondling, nurſing mother, ſoon became, 

Of root, herb, fruit, and flow'r : fit food for man, 
And beaſt: a viſion to behold, lovely | 

For ſaints on high ! a wondrous charming ſcene ! 
Extended large, and long, of fancy fair ; 120 
And fragrancy enchanting ſweet, and ſoft; * 

Delightful ſhow !—each rooted, planted, cloth'd, 

Seed in itſelf, by that ſole high decree, 

That wiſe, that wonderful creative Be— 

Which ſpake them all to view of viſion vaſt ! 125 


Fx, water, earth, and air, or moiſt, or dry; 
Things glowing, burning, boiling, torr id hot; 
Or chilling, ſtiff'ning, freezing frigidence; 

Or height, or depth; extenſion's utmoſt bounds 

For breadth, or length ;—or what in centre point, 136 
This mighty globe contains ;—nay, meaneſt mite, 
Tho' wafted on the wings of fancy free; 

All! all! one inſtant buzz began to hum 

One roving, ranting reel began to act 

Of joyous fe !—to run, fly, creep, or ſwim, 135 
— Or lazy, loiter long, in laſt degree, 

The thoughtleſs metaphor, and emblem ſtrange, 

Of ſilent death! 


Thus, heav'ns and earth, by one 
Almighty word completed were; at once 140 
Complete with all the hoſts of them. But man 


Was not, as yet, to till the ground. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the formation of Adam's body from the duſt. 
of the earth, as related by the angel. 


SECT. I. 
Of the formation of the body. 


Misr the Lord God cauſed to ariſe, 

Which water'd, moiſt'ned, all the face of earth— 
And of this duſt, ſo wetted by the dew, 

The Lord God fram'd, and formed outward man! 

A wondrous form! conſtructed fearfully ! 5 
In wiſdom great! and ſkill beyond compare! 


How wonderful, O Lord, are all thy works! 
And how aſtoniſhing thy mighty deeds! 
Lo! that which earth and water was, but now— 
At thy great word, both fleſh and blood became! 10 
To flefh, and bones, that earth tranſmuted was! 
That ſubtile dew receiv'd a purpur dye! 


AMAZ'D! we humbled were unto the duſt! 
And from our lowly heads the crowns were caſt! 
A mighty voice chanted a holy ſong, 15 
Which filbd, with harmony, both heav'ns and earth! 
The voice of thrones, dominions, princes, pow'rs, 
Which ever miniſter before his throne !— 

And thus the ſong—Unto the Lord our God 
Salvation, pow'r, and might, belongs alone.— 20 
Amen the heav'ns— Amen the earth reply'd, 
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And all the various works of God, this ſong 
With rapture ſung. OE 


$ECT. II. 
Bf the inactive ſlate in which the body of Adam lay after 


its formation, before the ſpirit of life was put into it by 
God. 


HUS, then, the heav'nly hoft beheld thy form. 
Supine it lay, nor act nor motion knew, 25 
Stretch'd on the boſom of its verdant mother, 

Mute as the grave from whence it lately came! 

Thoſe lips with circling flow, at preſent warm, 

As yet no tremor felt of roſy life! 

Unfit, alas! to move the loqual dance! 30 
Or tune to verbal cadency the ſoft, 

The ſoothing ſong !—the ſong of virtuous love. 


Tur open countenance ſo fall of grace, 

Now glowing in perfeCtion's heav'nly bloom, 
Was languid ſtill! ſtill uninform'd and mute! 35 
No meaning there! no joyous ſmile at all! 

No conſcious tincture of etherial ſtain, 

As yet, had ting'd the languid lily hue 

With purpur dye! In native darkneſs ſtill, 

And diſmal gloom, thoſe lovely ſtars were vaild! 40 


Tux royal gueſt unto his deſtin'd ſtance 
Not yet approached was! nor yet thrown up 
W Thoſe carnal ſaſhes were! perſpects future 
Of ages yet to come, and times unborn. | | 
That obſervator ſpiritual who thro' | 45 
Thoſe teleſcopes terreſtrial was to view, ; 
In ſtudious imperfection's finite way, 
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The wondrous works of God, had not as yet, 
Contemplative, his lowly ſtation ſeiz d. 


THE brouſing bands, the feath'red flocks, and things 50 
That creep, in careleſs ſquadrons, view'd thy corpſe : 
For this was not their Lord. This was not him 
Who was about to call thera names, prompt to 
The ſenſe and meaning of their divers kinds. 


THE beauteous warblers ſtretch'd their tender throats, 55 
And nature ſung her morning-hymn, in vain! 
The ſplendid bird of beauty fail'd around, 
And trembling ſhed a world of charms unſeen ! 
Nor ſuns, nor moons in royal purpur dreſs'd, 
Tho? ſpread in glory, mov'd by yanity, 650 
Could draw one glance, or claim the leaſt regard, 
From uninformed earth For duſt it was ! 
The bird, abaſh'd with diſappointed hopes, 
The charming bird, extended long, and low, 
Stole, ſtriding fooliſhly acroſs the plain, —_-- 
To anger mov'd; with cadence harſh and ſhrill ! 
Unſeen! unheard ! unheaded ! unobſery'dt. 


THE total charms of new-born nature play'd 
Sportive, and innocent, around thy corpſe; 
But, all in vain! all, all without effect! 70 

. Careleſs its languid limbs inactive lay! 

As yet, its peaceful boſom heaved not! 
No palpitation there! no throb at all! 
Thoſe ſoft warm tides were not begun to flow, 
Nor gently ſteal in many a wand'ring maze, _ 75 
Thro' fine ſpun ductile hairs, of tangent taſte, 
Or feeling multiply'd! all, all at reſt! 
All wrapt in ſilence, as the grave ſolemn, 
From whence it came! 


Such was the ſtate, and ſuch 


E 
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The texture was, O firſt of men, of this 
Strange novelty. Wondrous, indeed, it was; 
And lovely to behold : but ſtill not thee. 


REMEMBER, Adam, this was only duſt, 
And duſt it ſtill remains, tho? now call'd fleſh - 8 
Its priſtine properties do ſtill remain. 
That fleſh, thoſe bones, whoſe origin is duſt, 
Muſt inſtantly to duſt reſolve again, 
If Hr, to call thy ſpirit hence, ſhall pleaſe. 
This not the likeneſs of the Holy OxEx, 90 
For that is ſtill to come. Impiety 
It were indeed, to ſay, that common duſt 
The leaſt reſemblance bears to Goh at all. 
He ſpirit is; ſo muſt his lite but he 
Eternal; thine created only was. - 
That ſplendid creature which his image bears, 
Will reaſon, act, and think; to chuſe, refuſe; 
Reject, approve; will know. But that ſtrange form 
Of earth, could none of theſe. That form the houſe 
Or lovely habitation was alone, 100 
Neatly prepar'd by the Moſt High himſelf 
For the reception of its royal gueſt, 
Who was about to take poſſeſſion there. 
Fat not, the fatal teſt of future lapſe, 
Not yet announced was,—this knew it rot. 105 


But let not this diſcourage thee, O man, 
For life approacheth faſt—Ii/e from the Lox D: 
Life from the ſource eternal whence it flows. 
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. 


Of the creation and inſpiration of the ſpirit of 
life into the body of Adam, as related by the 
angel. 


AI L, holy life, image of God; for he 
Thine author is. In him is life alone. 

Without his countenance no light at all. 

Withdraw it not for angels live by thee. 


Give ear, O Adam, to my words give ear 5 
Adore, O man, the mighty pow'r of God.— 


Your Sire, in ev'ry pore, attention was! 
Conſcious, my ſoul, full glanc'd in both mine eyes— 
And my whole frame, both this, and that, drank deep 
The grateful theme. 10 
Again the angel thus 
A voice was heard on high! the voice as that 
Of many waters was! which fill'd the heav'ns 


With reverential awe—and this the voice 
i 


YVx everlaſting doors, your heads uplift— 15 
That ſo the King of glory may deſcend ! 
Your lofty ſides, ye heav'ns of heav'ns bow down, 
For lo! the Lord of hoſts approacheth faſt ! 
Deſcendeth now !—and gracioufly vouchſafes, 
His dwelling with the ſons of men to make! 3 20 
On man his holy image ev'n to ſtamp ! 
1 Altho' his habitation be—in duſt! 
11 He comes !—aloft !—behold !—amongſt the clouds !— 
| Girded with majeſty—and mighty pow'r ! 
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15 


Is to enſue The firſt but not the laſt 


And thus the ſong 
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Attend, O heav'ns! attend, O earth! attend, 25 
Ye princes, po tentates, ye mighty pow'rs 
« Let ug, in our own image, mankind make! 
« Let vs, our holy likeneſs, ſtamp on man 
« Within a houſe of clay, let life reſide! 
c And henceforth male and female, let them be. 30 
« Thus ſaid the Lord.” 

Blow,—blow,—ye heav'nly choir— 
The trumpet ſound !—A riſing from the dead 


— Silence enſu'd——— 3 
* The Lord God, then, in thy 


te Dead corpſe did breathe !—Thy conſcious frame at 
© Begun to ſhake !—And inſtantly aroſe [once 
OO wonderful !—a living ſoul, erect! 


* Image of God !—the likeneſs of himſelf !——” 40 


—  — — — F — ww uw —ẽ wow — m — —ẽ 


O DEATH, O grave, where now thy victory!“ 


Now ev ry knee in heav'n and earth was bow'd! — 
Now ev'ry holy crown proſtrate was laid! 


Now all the pow'rs on high low humbled were 
And one great everlaſting ſong was heard !—— 45 
Chanted and tun'd to never-ending time 

And ſung with ſofteſt, ſweeteſt melody ! 


“ Holy, Lord God of hoſts! 
* Holy—holy—O King eternal !—one ! 50 
% Holy—holy—holy—Lord God Almighty—thou 
Who art—who was—and evermore ſhall be.” 


Tur works, O Lord, paſt comprehenſion are! 
O King of ſaints, thy ways both juſt and true 
Who would not fear !—who will not worſhip thee !—, 5 
E 2 


32 HISTORIES OF THE OLD AND 


W1TH great amazement thus, O firſt of men, 
Thy body, from the grave ariſe, we ſaw !. 
And inſtant ſpring to motion vigorous, 
And active life, ſpiritual intellect ! 
From thoughtleſs death we ſaw it now awake! 60 
By that bright image of iti Lord inſpir'd; 
That divine likeneſs of his holy WORD 
W hich till inhabits it: by which alone, 
That houſe of terrene duſt, thine outward man, 
Tho? prone to diſſolution natural, 65 
In all its various forms, is ſtill pre ſerv'd, 
Its various compoſites, and parts diverſe 
From low corruptions reptile ſtate, 


And from diviſive multiforms of paſlive parts 4 
Minute, 70 


— 


F 


The holy angel, by the following narrative, brings 
to Adam's remembrance ſome of his firſt ac- 
tions, after he thus became a living ſoul. 
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LECT 


Tie deſcent of the angels to behold this great marvel, with 


their curiofity and ſurpriſe at beholding the firſt living 
ſoul on earth, 
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UDDEN the heav'nly hoſt, as viſive gleam 
Of flame, from eaſt to weſt's vaſt bounds, in crowds 
Deſcending flew ; illuminous and bright! % 
In tenfold ſquadrons! numerous and grand ! 
Juſt to admire thee nigh! nay, ev'n to touch, 
If rouch they could, this new-made fav'rite of 
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Almighty love. this fav'rite man of God; 

And happieſt far was he on curious wings, 

And ſwift, who firſt did reach the goal.— 

| — Inſtant, 
The whole terreſtrial paradiſe of God, 
With ſubtile viſion, intellect, was filPd, 

Not crowded was; tho? unperceiv'd by thee, 
In this thy teſtive ſtate. Thy ſpirit did not 
Behold the hoſt which then ſurrounded thee, 
Of kindred angels, miniſters of joy. 

Nor can, at any time, while coop'd in clay, 
Without permiſs, and ſtrength of aid divine; 
As now, I ſtand before thee, heard and ſeen. 


Wurn Adam mov'd, ſo we: and when he ſtood, 


Cherub, and ſeraph hover'd on the wing 
Impatient. Tranſverſe, or retrogade, we 
Followed him, from view to view, from ſcene 
To ſcene : and when he turn'd about, in quick 
Tranſition ſhort. ſearching anew, with care, 
For freſh delights, in paradiſe of God; 
The waving legions wheePd, compact, and cloſe, 
In all their ſquadrons bright ; ſtretching aloft 
Each next progreſſive ray, its precedent 
Above, to ſee, to ſcan, to love, and to 
Admire! 

Marv'ling intuitive we ſaw, 
And pleav'd ſpiritually beheld, with joy 
Beheld, the ſtately monarch of this world, 
In ſolitary majeſty move grand! 
Array'd, in robes of native innocence 
Unſtain'd, and dignity primeval pure. 
For he, in that illuſtrious day of love, 
No other garment knew, and needed not. 


AROUND his royal brow a luſtre ſhone, 
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Grandeur, terreſtrial, beyond compare ! 
Shone dazzling, ev'n to keen ſeraphic view, 
As never having ſeen the like before 

On earth! A luſtre fair it was, beſet 

With ſmiling innocence, and ſoft content. 


CuR1oUs he ſcann'd the rich embroideries 
Of nature's robes, in veſtures flowing fair, 
Both large and wide; rich in diverſity, 

But lovely fair; careleſs, but ſtrictly juſt ; 
Scatter'd, but all in beauteous order ſtanc'd. 
Dipt, by the wiſdom of unerring pow'r ; 
Inimitably ting'd by knowledge all divine; 
The whole a ſcene of ſymmetry and love 
Was made; fit for the heav'nly choir, 
To chant their lowly ſtrains of praiſe to him, 
Who hangs forth mighty empires on the cruſt 
Of huge, revolving globes, to pond'rous view ! 
Sublime! reverſe! as minor ſpec's of his 
Almighty pow'r ! in all his wond'rous works. 

bl 

SECT, II. 


Of ſome of Adam's farſt actions in the garden of Cod. 


So 


O draw minute each paradiſial ſcene 6a 
Of this day's lonely walk, with pleaſure and 
Perfection pure replete, ſuperfluous were, 
To thee, O man; ſeeing thoy know'ſt them all, 
Saw, and admir'd before. : 
Suffice it then 65 
To ſay a few, which, in the infancy 
Of early reaſon, may have ſlipt aſide, 
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ALoxx thou wander 'dſt ſtill, from wonder ſtrange! 
To admiration great! Now ſweetly loſt 
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In mazy labyriaths, in ſylvan ſcenes 70 
Of intricate and wild delight; where all, 
Evn all, was ſymphony! and chanting ſong! 
Song raviſhing in mirthful guiſe, of loves, 
Of rural loves, by faithful paramours ; | 
By charming, youthful, ſportive choiriſters, 75 
Not three days old complete! 
Thence call'd along, 
In curious queſt, to lovely fragrant vale, 
Where thouſands, from the tender yielding twigs 
Of ſaplings juvenile, hung dangling down, 
In manifold and various arrange; 
Groteſque, globoſe, and ſwelling ſweetly plump, 
With juices dimpling fill'd, or ſmoothly plain, 
Or variegated ting'd, etherial hue ; 
For taſte and ſuction form'd divinely fair. 85 
And taſte and ſuction both luxuriouſly 
Were ſatisfy'd, and large, by dainties rare 
Dulciferous and prime, inferior 
Alone to what the angels taſte of ſtreams, 
Of living ſtreams, eternal, flowing from 9 
The throne of him who all things made which are, 
Or were; and without whom not any thing, 
Or thought at all, hereafter ere can be. 


AN the youthful Gihon's limpid ſtream, 
With cheerful countenance, and boſom bare, 95 
Expos'd to naked view, thy wand'ring eyes 
Attract, as ſmoothly *mongſt the verdant meads, 
And flow'ry lawns, ſhe ſoftly ſtole along, 
In liquid lapſe, her winding way. Sweetly, 
The maiden fair, her dimpling charms upon 100 
Thy raviſn'd eyes play'd full; and gloſſy loves 
Re flected pure exchange. Now thitherward 
Thine haſty ſteps directed were; and there 
Unto the firſt of men, in curious queſt, 


0 
* 
10 
4 
i 114 
1 
8 
1 * 
| | 
. 
» 
Us N 
nr 
. 
} 
1 
I 
g3 4” 
4 
4 1 
89 of 
* 4 BR 
14 
1 
8 
. 
| : 


. Full wanton, in the dawn of joyous life, 
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Full ſoon and ſafe arriv'd. She courting, coy, 105 
A viſit of her Lord; and he ſurpris'd, 

With marvellous attention to ſurvey 

The ſylvan ſcenes of liquid beauty fair, 

In teleſcope aquatic, retroſpect. 

Unknowing of the viſion, till beheld ; 

Viſion of metaphors and figures ſtrange ! | 
Right curious, right wonderful, and new ! 


Ox ſildat wings, and in redoubled lines, 
The hoſt unſeen, thine haſty ſteps purſu'd 
With wond'rous ſpeed; circling multipherous 115 
In cavity rotund, ſublime, pendent, 
In ether pure aloft above thine head. 10 

THOUCHTFUL and grave we ſaw thee ponder long 
On face of nature's glaſs ; mirror unſtain'd. 
Then upward throw thine eyes to make compare! 120 
Again, with cogitative fondneſs view, 
With retroſpe& ſurvey the cryſtal plain: 
And now the trees, the woods, the flow'rs, the ſhrubs, 
On Gihon's vegetative banks, a ſcene 
Became, right ſoon, of leſs deluſive view 125 


ANON a various tribe of chirplings young, 


Shot croſs the welkin clear above; for ſtance 
Commodious more; in order to retain, 
In conſtant view, thy royal pilgrimage. 130 
When, lo! another group, quite ſimilar 
To theſe, perform'd the ſame below! 
Here clouds, 
In ſhapes and ſizes various, aloft, . 
Afar, rode on the wings of ether pure, 135 
In tranſient majeſty. And juſt the ſame, 
In ſolemn ſilence navigated was, 
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IM oppoſite array profound! 
Here was 
A perfect paradiſe! another there! 140 


—— — 


HRE on a throne exalted high in ſtate, 


The queen of beauty kept her ſplendid court, 


In royal. majeſty ; and here at large 

Ten thouſand graces, from great Nature's Lord, 
Attended her levee, in courtly dreſs. 145 
But, ah, invidious! in yonder plane 

Of viſionary ſtate, a rival queen 

Appear'd! ev'n no leſs lovely, fair, than ſve? 


Tus all things in exact ſimilitude, 
And ſtrict compare, alike in both were to „ 
Be ſeen. Strange viſion this! and new! conceit 
Surpaſling all perceiv'd or ſeen before, 
In paradiſe of God! | 
| Unſatisfy'd, 6 
And till inquiſitive, by nature prone, 55 
On Gihon's verdant bank we ſaw thee ſtretch 
Along; and proſtrate laid, for viſion nigh; 
For intimace compact, and cloſer ſtill; 
Thine head alone inclin'd above the plane. 


WHEN, lo! a form more excellent than aught 160 
Before, as from a ſecret aperture 
Bclow—full, to thy wond'ring eyes, aroſe ! 


EACH in ſuſpence and thoughtful poſture long 
_Remain'd U. and each a diſpute dubious, ſtrange, 
Maintain'd! obſcure! in figures ſilent, and 165 
Solemn ! harmleſs as thine own thoughts it ſeem'd! 
And innocently kind! When Adam ſmil'd, / 
So it! and when he backward ſeem'd inclin'd, 
It modeſtly to diſtance, coy, withdrew! 
F 


0 
* 


* 
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Similar and juſt !—in ev'ry thing it 178 
Copy'd thee: and ſtrictly true in all, ſave 
Speech alone !—but what to think of it, or 
What it was; or whether of that lower 
Paradiſe the ſolitary prince, and 
Lonely lord, to thee a problem very 175 
Dark, profound, obſtruſe, remain'd; vail'd in the 
Liquid, fleeting, flowing ſhade of future 
Time. 

 Tird and impatient grown, by fruitleſs, 
Vain eſſays, again aroſe the greateſt 180 
Of mankind; and haſtily departing | 
Thence, not angry but perplex'd, walk'd off, in 
Majeſty and eminence ſupremely grand ! 
Self. conſeious too of native dignity, 
And beck'ning it to follow him along. 135 


A 


FULL eagerly and often didſt thou turn! 
And oft with wiſhful eyes the lonely path 
Survey! and very oft uncertain ſteps 
Were meaſur'd o'er again! Now ſome faint breath, 
Or ſilent ſhade, was nigh! nay, very nigh !— 190 
And ſomething whiſper'd—Adam—ſoft behind 
And— 4dam—=plainly, very plainly ſaid; 
Nay—thrice repeated Adam tenderly. 


— —— * — — — — 


Now ev'ry cranny ſearched was with care, 

And ev'ry doubtful corner quite ranſack'd ;— 195 
But nought, alas! was there but fond conceit :— 

Ah! nothing there was to be found at all 

But ſweet deluſion, diſappointed hopes. 


Now paradiſe in all her noon-tide blaze, — 
In all her innocence of maidenhood,— 200 
Tn all the virgin-bloom of modeſty WT; 
And youthſul pride, an object of neglect 


3 
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At once became! and not worth care or pains 1. 


Her lovely painted flowers their heads reclin'd; 
Her luſcious viands periſh'd on the ground; 
Nor ſight, nor taſte, nor hearing, gave delight: 
But,----ah, for one in ſemblance, ſuch as yon! 
But ſtill more fair-—alas ! for one in form 

Juſt ſuch as yon - but leſs deluſive too - 
Was all thy ſouls warm wiſh, unknowing why. 


DEAF, deaf, and ſtony blind to all things elſe 
In paradiſe of God beſide, thy joys 
Were center'd, rooted, planted, fix'd on vague 
Ideas, wholly ſtrange and new, as thy 
Fond ſelf! 

Thus never having ſeen, mongſt all 

The works of God, the leaſt reſemblance to 
Thy countenance divine, thou couldſt not know 
That ſubtile form, which thus, upon the face 
Of chill fluidity aroſe, was thine: 
Not ev'n ſo much as but ſurmiſe at all, 

hat it the picture paſſive was alone 


| Of that fair elegance, ſtamp'd by the ſeal 


Of Heav'n's great King Hhimſelf, upon the front 
Of frail humanity erect. 


CHAP. VI. 


205 


210 


215 


220 


225 


Of the inſtitution of the Sabbath; and an earneſt 
exhortation by the angel to Adam, command- 
ing him carefully to remember all his children 


of it. 


EHxoLD, O man, the wondrous works of God, 


Theſe glorious teſts of his almighty pow'r ! 


The hoſts of heav'n behold, aloft, afar ! 
F 2 
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Lo, how they move in morning-majeſty ! 

See how they ſweep the arch of trackleſs time!  $& 
And {till unwearied volve, and ſtill untir'd 

Return, the myſtic dance to move! clothed 

In igneous rays of ſubtile flame, they flaſh 

Refulgent intercourſe of day! rolling 

In robes of light! the tapers of the Lord! 10 


THI1s pond'rous globe behold, on which we ſtand, 
With what a weight of majeſty adorn'd! 
With what an elegance of grace array'd! 


In comely pride !— | 
Behold the ſpacious ſeas, 15 


Which flow in pomp! and, ſwelling, fluid riſe 
To dreadful dignity !— 

All theſe behold, 
And all the hoſts of them then ſay, O man, 
Or think, if think thou canſt, what He muſt be 20 
Who ſpake them all to view of viſion vaſt, N 
By one all-pow'rful word ho juſt ſaid He / 


Six times he ſpake; and all theſe mighty hoſts, 
Obedient to his pow'rful call, aroſe! 
And thee the laſt, O man, but not the leaſt! 25 
For none of theſe his holy image bears; 
Nay not ev'n one, nor all together join'd: 
Nor heav'ns, nor earth, nor ſun, nor moon, nor ſtars, 
The leaſt alliance to this holy boon | 
Can boaſt, or claim at all—thee, thee alone 30 
With this he dignify'd, of all his works 
— Adam, attend thou art the Son of God, 
In this degree, indeed !—adore, Oman; 
His holy name adore, who graciouſly 


Such honour ſtampt on thee !—Adore, and love. 35% 
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Now ev'n and morn the ſixth time did complete; 
His wonder-working word to move, did ceaſe; 


And rolling marvels now aroſe no more. 


THE great Creator view'd his works below; 
With pleaſure ſaw at once—and all were good— 40 
Nay very good they were.— And all were bleſsd. 


Tx next great day, a time of reſt proclaim'd, 
With trumpet ſound promulgate was on high ; 
And ſacred to the Lord of heav'n and earth, 
Eternal made, thro” all his vaſt domain! 45 
Who will not keep this day ?—Hail holy day— 
Hail day of godly grace—hail diyine day, 
Of holy liberty To all the ſons 
Of God in heav'n and earth, ſacred in high, 
In vaſt ſolemnity - Hail holy day 50 
Of reſt . ſacred to love — to life to pray'r 
To praiſe to man. and ev'n to beaſt---ſacred 


Unto almighty God himſelf, who all [will 
Things made which are -W ho will not keep J- who 
Not reverence this ſacred, holy day : 55 


ON thee the poor one ſhall forget his cares, 
Nor mind the former labours of his day : 
The tott'ring load on thee ſhall not oppreſs ; 
Nor proud imperious lords uſurp domain. | 
The ox, the aſs, the man, the maid, the ſlave, 60 
The ſtranger in the gate, no work ſhall do.— 
Alt is their God who made them ſets them free 
Where then the wretch who dares to ſay----Him--nay ! 
In tenfold doom his time approacheth-- faſt. 


Tine is the day, the Sabbath of the Lord. 65 
On thee the prince and peaſant ſhall approach, g 


With holy reverence, before the Lord, 


8 Tho Sint 2 . 
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And kneel before his throne.--- No difference there 
At all, but good or bad, juſt or unjuſt, | 
Lowly in heart, or ſurly, ſourly proud. 70 


HE who * God, like him will alſo be. 
Hail holy, heawnly day of divine love! 
The Lord on thee did reſt—- and hallowed thee. 


; REMEMBER, Adam, keep in mind this day; 
And ſtrictly charge your children's children ſo. 75 
Let thoſe to lateſt time this day revere.— 


In heav'n it firſt was kept—in heav'n it ſtill 
Remains— 


And when this world no more ſhall be— 
— There it begins again! 80 
Alleluiah! 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the creation of the mother of all living, as re- 
lated by the angel of God to Adam. 


SECT.” [. 


The purpoſe of God declared, and the deſcent of the angels 
to behold this marvel, attempted to be deſcribed by an 
evening ſcene, 


TV HE morning now 3 of that “ firſt day, 
That ever grateful, ever gracious day, 
Succeeding to the Sabbath of the Lord. 


It was early on the firſt day of the week, in which our bleſſed 


Saviour aroſe frem the dead. And he was the ſeed of the wo- 
Man. 


nn 


NEW WORLDS CONNECTED. 4} 


THAT was a time of pious, holy reſt : 
This ſacred was to joy, to love, to thee. 8 
Big with prolific beauties captive charms 
Dear to the ſweet remembrance of a world. 


WELCOME ſoft dawn of beauty, dawn of hope. 
Hail morning meek, of love, of life to man. 


EARLY at morn of this fir ſt day, it was, 10 
When God the Lord was pleaſed thus to ſay— 
e That man ſhould be alone it ts not good :— 
* An help meet for him I- vill there fore make.“ 


W1TH ſev'nfold joy this news the heav'ns proclaim'd! 
And all the mighty works of God theſe words, 15 
With loud acclaim reſum'd, repeated o'er, 

And ſwiftly ſpread abroad; from bound to bound! 
From arch to arch! where ſpace itſelf can reach! 
Or fame !—or thing !—or thought !—a Being have! 


CHzRUB and ſeraph catch'd the grateful theme: 20 
And harp and organ tun'd melodiouſly, 
In charming ſymphony, roll'd back the aire”, 
Thro! all the arches of his vaſt domain. 
— Sweet muſic fwelPd immenſity with love! 


—_— —— —  — —— 


Tux hoſt on high, ſelf-melted by their lays, 25 
In rhapſody immers'd—their mulic loſt !— 
And curious queſt ſucceeded to the ſong, 


Quick as revolving thought, or ſilent ſhade, 
In paſſive viſion of the roving night, 
Millions of princely pow'rs, extending vaſt 30 
Their lucid legions, ſwept the ſounding arch 
Of heavns high vault, in ſpiritous array! 
Outſtripping ardent wiſh, or fleeteſt thought, 
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Of volance-volatile, in very ſpeed ! 

Again to ſee, to bleſs ; again admire, 35 
A freſh diſplay of his almighty pow'r | 

His love to man to ſolitary man !— 


Au Adam, hadſt thou ſeen this wondrous ſcene ! 
This princely pomp of pious potentates, 
In all their heav'nly dreſs, deſcending grand! 40. 
This holy act of divine pow'r to praiſe !— 


Bur Adam was afleep—lock'd in the arms 
Of ſoft, of ſweet repoſe dreaming of love 
Of life f ſocial bliſs of ſweet embrace 
Of dear of lawful conſanguinity. 45 


Bor to ſupply what mortals cannot know, 
And, in ſome ſhape, divinity unvail, 
Great Nature's ſelf, for once, * Pll deign to chuſe, 
And ſhe in evening majeſty in ſtate ſhall ride! 
While I by her ſome faint outlines ſhall draw 50 
Of heavnly pomp, on ſublunary minds. 


VIEW yonder ſcene of tinged veſperance 
The dazzling ſplendor of his regal pomp ! 
Spangled in all his ornaments of pow'r, 
With what a blaze of glory envelopt! 55 
Plung'd in the ocean of eternal day, 
He's loſt, almoſt, in peerleſs ſpotleſs light ! 
Ev'n as afraid—to look towards himſelf, 
Far, far abroad his lucid eyes he darts, 
On multitudes of worlds! them all to bleſs bo 
With light !—with life !—with vaſt fecundity ! 


* Tt is the angel of God who ſpeaks with ſo much dignity---ſupe+ 
rior to nature. 
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Sxx all around the glory of his guards, 
In awful ſumptuoſity array'd ! 
Jealous his evening throne they ſeem to watch, 
With terror cloath'd ! determin'd to pour forth 65 
A flood of new-born, cheerful, ſmiling day, | 
On diſtant worlds ! rolling in dark repoſe ! 


Ox diſmal ſhade view yonder dignity ! 
y That vaſt continent of whirling cloud 
Greatly expreſs'd! in ſilent ſolemn gloom ! 70 
Huge mountains quick ariſe! nd lo, again 
To yawning gulphs alternately ſubſide ! 
Where thought itſelf in nothingneſs is loſt !--- 


Lo here this faint peninſula behold! 
Which ſtretcheth forth its long, its limber daſh, 75 
Jo vaſt extent! uniting airy lands 
Of evening ſhade, to tranſitory view! 
Compreſs'd with flowing bandages of day, 
It ſpins along the heav'ns! it darts amongſt 
The ſkies !—Beſieg'd with iſlands great and ſmall 80 
It ſeems, dropt from the trembling ſhadows of 
His rays, ſketching aſcance the liquid lawn 
Of thoſe bright flowing ſeas on either {ide ; 
Which lave its ſlender ſhores, and waſh its bays. 


THAT glorious group of ſmoke, and flame, obſerve ! 
Which warp to mountains high along the verge ! 86 
Threat ning to ſet the heav'ns themſelves on fire !— 


Bur ſoon again transform'd; away they die, 
To peaceful ſhade ! with aureant fringes dre ſs'd! 
No more the dread combuſtibles of heav'n! 99 


Nou to a ſhining hoſt again tranſpos'd, 

Of ſplendid warriours, aloft they ſpring ! 

Mounted on airy ſtecds ! prancing long | 
| G 


* 
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Yon powder'd ſtarry arch of cœlum blue! 

With large and buſhy helms, arching aloft 95 
Behind, wide flowing in the air! ſnorting! 

And under foot pawing the heav'ns themſelves! 

With ſword, and buckler flaſhing in the ſkies 

Vaſt glance of gleam !—waving in mighty ſweep !— 


ConTEMPLATE theſe—O man—and think thou 
ſceſt, 100 


Though infinitely way what it was, 

Some faint aſſemblage/of that glorious train 

Of gods, of demigods, created by \ 
The Lord of hoſts, deſerting heav'n itſelf, 

Thy bride to ſee! to grace the nuptials of 105 
The greateſt pair - which nature ever did 

| Or can behold. 


—And now, th? eternal W oRD— 
The Cne—the holy One deſcended was 
— e angels high—where is idea now ?— 110 


8 ECT. II. 


J Of the amazement of the holy angels upon a view of the mo- 
ther of all living. 
TRAICHTWAY aroſe, and iſſu'd from thy ſide, 
Bone of thy bone, fleſh of thy fleſh, thy bride !— 
| Thy wife !—thine Eve !—thy ſelf—thy very ſelf ! 
„ — But much more dear, belov'd, and fairer too 


. APPROACH, ye glories of creation—come— 115 
— Advance—draw near—that * I may pick or chuſe, 
Select or cull, the faireſt of your fair, 


x 8 . It is the angel ſpeaks. 


x 
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From all your vaſt empire, to match with her 


ALL nature was abaſh'd !—her face was hid 
And all her beauties conſciouſly recoil'd ! 120 


VAIL, vail, thou orient ſtar—thou art undone! 

Nay, quite undone !—by two of finer flame! 
Water'd with gloſs ſuperior far to thee 
They ſhine, the ornaments of matchleſs love! 
— Thou five days older art—but theſe, freſh from 125 
The fingers of perfection comes !—glowing 
The glories of Omnipotence! 

Out, out, 
O paradiſe! thine infant beauties fade! 
The queen of nature now no more art thou ! 130 
Meek as the morning mild of that firſt day, 
'When holy light firſt cheer'd the works of God; 
Here—here--ſhe ſtands i L the faireſt! greateſt! firſt! 
Which ever was -- or evermore ſhall be! 
Daughter of God !--by angels all admir'd !\—— 135 
The ſummit of perfection's ways on earth !— 
By heav'n belov'd !---by man almoſt ador'd 
She needs muſt be 

| The hoſt amaz'd, 1 

A ſhout of joy ſent up, which ſhook the heav'ns! 140 
This earth, tranſported, at her centre reePd, 
Rocking, in joyous mood! The morning ſtars 
Together ſung! and all the ſons of God, 
With hymns of pious praiſe, join'd in the chor 


— 


* Ha1L, cherub of the earth! Thy Maker 145 
* Is alone the bleſſed ſource whence beauty flows, 
* And he himſelf made thee ! thou art his work ! 
* His holy hands thus finiſl'd thee perfect! 
{ 


* Hair, Nature's queen! O lovely ſeraph, hail! 
G 2 
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Of thee ſhall Shiloh come! the Prince of peace! 150 
ce The Wonderful! the Counſellor the Gd. 

« The mighty God.. and of his government, 

His peaceful reign, no end ſhall henceforth be 

* For evermore ! Amen——Amen——Amen——” 


A 
wa, © 


SECT. III. 


Of Adam's ſurpriſe when he awaked from his deep ſleep, and 
found not Eve ; his complaints thereupon ; their nuptials ; 
and a hymn in praiſe of matrimony, as related by the an. 

gel. 


A S does nocturnal ſhades of fearful gloom 16 
Before the ſweet approach of cheerful dawn 
Depart, diſperſe, abſcond, and are no more; 
So thy deep ſleep, by heav'nly viſion rous'd, | 
At once diſpelbd, retir'd, and fled away. -* 
8 

TRANSPORTS in torrents thy whole frame o'erflow'd, 
And joys beyond deſcription flutter'd in 161 
Thine heart. 
And now, a in hopes to ſee 
Thy love, thine eager eyes with ſtreams of joy 
Did flow,--- but miſſing her----ah how thou look'ſt l— 
What faidſt !---what thoughtſt !---how ardently com. 

plain'd ! 166 

Where is my fair one? tenderly 8 ſaidſt—— 
My love !----my life l. -my bride !---ah whither gone? 
Thine Adam calls, my love. tis he himfelf—— 
Thy faithful friend, thine only lover calls 170 
Come hither, charmer to his boſom come 
For thence I ſaw thee as an angel riſe ! 
And upward ſpring !---- Alas, thowrt not amongſt 


The ſeraph gone, and left thy mate to mourn i 
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come, come, my cherub---linger not----nor ſtay — 175 
I droop !----I faint -I languiſh wanting thee ! 
Warm'd with the ſacred flames of lawful love, 
This faithful boſom pants for thy return ! 
Ah, lovely angel, come 

Alas, ſhe's gone 
She hears me not —-Wwhat ſhall 1 do?—. alas! 181 
What ſhall I do? — 

Silent, Pll wander by 

This lonely bow'r---a weary wanderer, 
Forſaken, ſtray !----nor hear nor ſee----nor touch 
Nor taſte---nor ſmell !--- Ah paradiſe, why waſt 186 
Thou called ſo?---my love is gone !---and ſhe, 
And ſhe alone, could make thee ſo to me. 


IE bow'rs, ye groves, ye fruits, ye flowrs, ye 
ſtreams, 

Roll on---perfume the ſkies---and wave your heads---190 
Drop down your ſweets---nay, periſh on the ground !- 
For Adam ſees, nor hears, nor knows you more !--- 
Reſtore---reſtore my love---for ſhe is mine !--- 

My fleſh---my bone---my blood---and, I am hers. 


2 


Tux lamentations ſuch, O Adam, were: 195 
Thine heart: felt pangs rolld mournful far and near ! 

The meadows told the groves---the groves the woods. 
The woods the ſkies---the ſkies the heav'ns explor'd l 


THY mournings and thy woes all Nature felt! 
And deeply ſympathis'd in mournful weeds, 200 
WT this world's weeping lord! | 


The angels felt 
For thee---and mourn'd with thee !--- 


\ --- And now we ſaw 
Thee, on thy bended knees, beſeech that powr 205 


FF 
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Who help alone could give.--- 
| Thy pray'rs were heard, 


Redreſsd thy ſuff'rings were--- 
 Now—by—#Himſelf 
Unſcen, and not to be expreſs'd, thy bride, 210 
Thy lovely bride, bluſhing along was led “, 
Veſted with virgin innocence and love. 
Her nuptial robe his holy image was: 
And on her bended knees, at thy left fide, 
Moſt gracefully reclin'd. 215 
' __ Your loving hearts 
And willing hands he join'd, and bleſs'd you both. 
INCREASE, and multiply—ſaid he—and let 
This earth, and all things therein—be—ſubje& 
To your comptroll! 220 
For this his deareſt friends 
Shall man forſake - ho dares to ſeparate— 
He curs'd ſhall be !— 


« Hail ſacred ſocial bond! 

«I Hail, heavenly, holy connubiety ! 225 
In paradiſe thine origin commenc'd ; 

« And ceaſe to be thou never canſt—while time, 

* Or man remains—that ſacred thing on earth 

« Shall never be, which may, for length of days, 

« Or yet antiquity, compute with thee— 230 
« Religion ſave alone—for that—to all 

« Eternity, when time and thou art gone, 

* Muſt ſtill remain; happy to make us all. 

« *T1s all the poor return which we can make; 

* *Tis all which he requires—to love our God... 235 
« Hail ancient, honour'd, loving, lawful bond! 

He who man made firſt inſtituted thee ! 

« By him the firſt, the nobleſt, greateſt pair 


Gen. ii. 22. And the rib, Cc. made he a woman, and brought her de 


to the man. 
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* Which this world can behold—were ſpous'd and bleſs'd! 
With joy the wondrous wedding angels ſaw— 240 
© —The beaſt, the brute alone hi. knoweth not 


* 


C HAP. VIII. 


Adam acquaints his children of the uſe which 
they, and their ſucceſſors, were to make of the 
foregoing revelations: and particularly illu- 
ſtrates the diſtinction betwixt body and ſpirit, 
by the example of his own frail body when 
almoſt nine hundred years old; compared with 
its comelineſs, ſtrength, and vigour in his young- 
er days. 


T' HESE, O my children, be the wondrous heads 
Of this great revelation, to your Sire 

 Reveal'd ; ſo ſoon almoſt reveald, as when 

Your father Adam firſt drew breath within 

A houſe of clay. A revyelation ſtrange, 5 
And wonderful indeed! ſurpaſſing far 

All human comprehenſion's finite bounds ! 


By this I know from whence I am, by whom, 
And for what end deſign'd. By this I know, 
That one, eternal, increate, alone 10 
Is to be prais'd and fear'd. By this I know 
All things by him were made. I know by this, 
That this frail tenement, terrene, in which 
I live, at preſent live, a tenant at 
Command, is not myſelf. The hermitage 15 
Alone it is, in which I wand' ring err, 
And ſtumbling crawl within this reptile earth, 


Mine houſe upon my back! till day begins 
To dawn. 
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When he, upon the morning wings 26 
Of heav'nly love, ſhall waft my ſpirit hence 
Joyous, and free of earth, into the land 
Of holy liberty, and heav'nly love, 
Where nought but ſpirits live.— 
—And of this laſt, 25 
Ev'n in your aged Sire a proof behold. 


TH1s countenance obſerve to furrows plough'd, 
And harrow'd by the teeth of iron time 
To multiply'd relays. A garden ence 
It was of manly bloom ; with vigour-plump ; 30 
Dimpling with ſap; glowing both freſh and fair, 
As roſes in the bud; ſmiling in youth. 


THESE hoary locks behold, now ſilver dipt ; 
A congregate of flaxen rings were once 
Link'd in the firmeſt bonds of waving love. 35 
But, lo !----the ſapleſs fillets dangling hang, 
Drench'd in the ſtorms of near nine hundred years? 


THERE was a time, when theſe two hanging guards, 
As with tough ſprings of bending ſteel were brac'd! 
There was a time when they could twiſt, and ſpin 40 
Yon ſhaggy hero of the lo'ing herd, 

As ſpiders do their webs! . Yea, ſeize him by 

The callous honours of his bi-fork'd front, 

Rough! ſnarling in diſdain ! curling with rage! 
Then - into frenzy's utmoſt pitch him ſhake ! 45 
In ſportive mood !---. And, mocking, mark his ribs, 
Large, long, and broad, in yonder lowly duſt: 
Bellowing And there at reſt compute them all! 


THERE was a time, when theſe two quaking props, 
And they, ev'n wi this globe itſelf began 569 
To move !---I ſay, a time there was, when they 
Could races run with ſhadows on the plain ! 


| | 
| 
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And wonder why they loiter'd ſo behind ! 


My lips--mine eyes—but what needs any more 
The mother of all living knows it well, 55 
And well remembers all. I ſee your whole 
Attention turn'd her way and well deſerves— 
Behold the matron of a mighty world. 

The fruitful ſource of millions multiply'd I 
Of nations manifold !--as yet to come. 69 


THERE was a time — ay, that there was—-when we— 
When ſhe, and I-—were—--young----as ye are now. 


BxHOLD her royal head ere, aloft—- 
Ah what a dignity !----with how much grace! 
But ſhe was ever thus---hah !---now I feel, 65 
I ſay, I think I feel the days of yore! 
For love remains, when times and years are gone- 
But ah !-this trunk - this weary wanderer 
Denies the charge !—-and thus rebelliouſly 
Unto its Lord, fays----No !--- 70 
$f | The truth I feel 
This habitation faſt goes crumbling down 
Unto its native duſt— why, let it go 
For duſt it was----to duſt it muſt return---- 


Tux time, O Lord, with great humility - 75 
I do await-—thou formedſt it · but I 
Created was a ſpirit, ſuch as thofe 
With whom I have convers'd, and heard, and ſeen 
At divers times fooliſhly have done—— -- 
But thou, O Lord, art ever good to all—— te 
And ever wilt be ſo- thy mercies, Lord, 
Are over all thy works, in peace, and love * 
And as thy waters o'er the deeps do flow, 
So circumſcribe the whole, thy mercy does. 
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Wu then, this body fails ay, that is true--= 85 
But that's not me. What tho? with ſun, and moon, 
And ſtars, it can compute for length of days !— 

And that is alſo true—but what of that— 

This globe itſelf, with all that thereon be 

Sun, moon, and ſtars, the heav'ns, this earth, the ſeas, 
With fervent heat ſhall melt! and paſs away !— 91 
Empires and kingdoms, worlds on worlds ſhall fall he 
Nature expiring, in her diſmal pangs, 

Shall cruſh, nay, grind, ev'n time herſelf to atoms. 
Her wheels will ſtop !—And ſhe ſhall roll no more 195 a 
And what is that to man man ſees it not 

But ſpirit never dies and that is me. 


You huge old oak, the ſhatte d monument 
Of twice three centuries, has now been dead 
For full three thouſand moons and ſomewhat more le 
Yet I remember it a walking ſtick, 101 
Which planted by theſe very fingers was !— | 
And what of that—why, all is vanity 
Which dwells on earth but man the moſt of all 
While in a houſe of clay. From body free 10g 
Is freedom then, indeed—remember this 


s Yr elders of the land, ye ſenior ſons, 

Whom all this world obeys, or will obey, 

When Adam is no more; no more with you; 
Remember — keep in mind what I have ſaid: 110 


Our gracious God unfolded it to me, 


And I to you; ſo ye unto the world 

Repeat it muſt; ever repeat; at ev'n, 

At morn; at home, and in the field; at board, 

Aad ev'n in bed—engrave it—ſcal it-—fix © 115 
It -in their hearts - rivet it on their minds— 

So faſt—ſo firm ſo ſtrong; that time - nor change | 
Nor days — nor years-nor life — nor death — nor hell 
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Itſelf—ſhall ever pow'rful prove, to tear 
It thence. I20 
Here ceas'd the firſt of men, 

| Seth then 
Aroſe, perceiving this, and earneſtly 
Beſeeched, after proper pauſe, a full 
Recital of what follow'd thence, if ſuch - 125 
Were pleaſing to his honour'd Sire—Then thus 


The greateſt of mankind. 


CHAP. IX 


An interſe& in this moſt ancient hiſtory, from 
the nuptials of Adam and Eve to the death of 
Abel incluſive; and the reaſons given for it by 
Adam himſelf. 


LAS, my children, why renew my pangs! 
My joys of innocence, of heav'nly love, 
Why interrupt !—Finite your Sire was made— 
As ſuch he fell.—Forgetting whence he was, | 
An eaſy prey to black ſeduction fell! 5 


Bur love, almighty love, with parents haſte, 
From heav'n's bigh throne deſcended to his aid; 
Deſcended yearning for his lapſed ſon, 
His frail, his conquer'd, loved, lapſed man, 
Drown'd in remorſe, and tears! abſorb'd in grief! 10 
Immers' d in guilt ! deep {wallow'd up in woe ! 

In midſt of puniſhment deſerved, juſt, 
Theſe gracious words he ſaid. | 

| „ The woman's ſeed 
H 2 
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© The ſerpent's head ſhall bruiſe.” 15 
Sweet words of lite, 
Sweet comfort ſhaded under heav'nly vail—- 
Ab, how he loved man !— 
Herein is life— 
In this, my children, happy live and die; 20 
Happy on earth, in heav'n eternal ſo. 


Bur of this fall, this heart-felt, deep-felt lapſe, 
This Paradiſe thus loſt, no mortal man 
Shall ſing which liyes on earth. 
| Far diſtant hence 25 
1 In farther diſtant times, fair liberty 
Shall reign, queen of the ſeas, and lady of 
The iſles; nay, ſor'reign of the world's repoſe 
And peace! 
In her a mighty genius ſhall 30 
Ariſe, of high ethereal mould, great in | 
Renown, ſublime, ſuperior far to praiſe 
Of ſublunary man—or fame herſelf— 


K g II. * 
. 
——— — — — — * 


THOUGH blind to all things here on earth below, 
The heav'ns of heav'ns themſelyes ſhall he explore, 33 
And ſoar on high with ſtrong, with outſtretch'd wings! 
There ling of marvels not to be conceiv'd, 


Expreſo'd, or thought, by any but himſelf} 


NIxE days ſhall he deſcend, purſuing pride, 
Plung?d in the horrors of eternal doom ! 4 


THEXNCE riſe again, confuſion to confound ! 
And from the bowels of idea ſtrange 
A bridge of poeſy ſhall ſpin along 
The untrode, uncouth paths of nothingneſs! | 
Founded where found was not, and bounding bounds 45 / ' 
Where bound, or ſpace, or time, or thing, or thought, 
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No being ever had !--or ever ſhall !— 
Here ſtop 
My heart! | 
Ye ſons of Adam, hear, 3 
Give ear, obey,—let none of you preſume 
To ſing or ſay concerning this at all, 
But he himſelf—none elſe inſpir'd ſhall be 
Adequate to the ſong. 
| And now, ye ſons 55 
Of labour, ſweat, and toil; whoſe daily food 
From briers and thorns muſt painfully be pick'd— 
Say, to your Sire - what wonders have ye ſeen 
In theſe ſtrange lands? what arts explor'd?— 
What neceſſars for life invented new?: 80 
What deſarts have ye ſcann'd ?—what monſters tam d? 
What mountain ſcald?—what diſtant lands beheld? 
gay, ſuch as theſe, let Adam hear your toils— 
Your travels know—your late inventions ſee—— 
That I may praiſe, where approbation's due, 65 
Or ſoftly cheek, where too much fire, needleſs, 
To danger leads. ; 
Your Sire himſelf firſt taught 
You many things which he, in paradiſe, 
By Nature's mighty Lord, inſtructed was— _ 70 
To plant, to ſow, to cull the weed, to.prune 
The tender twig, to turn the teeming earth, 
To ſap her boſom by deſcending drops 
From Gihon's cooling ſtreams—with other arts 
Both uſeful and delightful to your Sire. 75 


MAxxixNp to ſlothfulneſs muſt not incline; 
Beware, my children, of that baneful weed; 
It poiſons ev ry garden where it thrives, 
It chokes, nay, murders ev'ry pleaſant plant, | 
The angels are not ſq. More buſy than 80 


WIXrX knowledge fraught, with underſtanding fill d, 
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The roving bee, thoſe ſubtile ſpirits range, 
Nay, roll amongſt the wondrous works of God. 


Loaded with wiſdom's ever precious ſtores, 


From ſtars to ſuns; from worlds to worlds they fly, 8 
Ranſack the heav'ns and earth !—ſtill, ſtill for more 


Still for freſh ſtreams of knowledge—wiſdom's food. 


Tus, ever wiſer, ever greater made, 
They roll the never-ending ſweep of wide 
Eternity's unbounded ſhores !—and ſearch— 80 


And live- and love—admire—adore—and praiſe 


That high, exalted, heavuly, holy W orD, 
From whence they all aroſe—on whom they all 


Depend. 


Thus, O my children, let us here 95 
On earth, in this our terrene bondage, this | 


Our lowly ſtate of baniſhment, thele bright, 


Theſe glorious labours of inſtruction ſeize, - 

And make them all our own—and thus from heav'n 
Tran ſplanting, as it were, the virtues of 100 
Created gods, engraft them on the ſtock 


Of man upon the frail, the fading root 


Of loved, lapſed man. 

Say thus, my ſons, 
Say anſwers unto theſe, and let us live 106 
Like men—and dying, live as gods. | 


JusT your commands, O rev'rend Sire, and ſoon 
$hall be obey'd, ſaid pious Seth. Permit 
Us now, and primar to that arduous taſk, 
Humbly to lay before the wiſeſt of 110 
Mankind, and for his better judgment pray, 
Concerning weighty matters of the ſtate; 
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